
Olga Caprotti and Mika Seppälä
Department of Mathematicsand Statistics

University of Helsinki 

JEM ςJoining Educational Mathematics, http://www.jem-thematic.net
6th EDEN Open Classroom, Stockholm 2007 



M
e

e
t 
o

u
r 

a
va

ta
rs

SybilNemeth

6th EDEN Open Classroom, Stockholm 2007 2

AkimFalta



Educationin VirtualWorlds

ÅVW are social platforms

Åempathiclearning

Åexperentiallearning: 

ïreal-life pretendsituations

ïpracticewithout consequences

Are virtual realitiesreallysuitable
for teachingand learningmathematics?

36th EDEN Open Classroom, Stockholm 2007 



V
ir
tu

a
lW

o
rl
d

s
ÅSecondLife

Åprivatelyowned

ÅSL vieweris opensource

Åreal economy

ÅInstitutions and 
Organizations

ÅOpenSimulator

ÅOpen Croquet
ïAncientSpaces

ÅThere.com

ÅProtosphere
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http://secondlife.com/whatis/economy-graphs.php
http://secondlife.com/whatis/economy-graphs.php
http://simteach.com/wiki/index.php?title=Institutions_and_Organizations_in_SL
http://simteach.com/wiki/index.php?title=Institutions_and_Organizations_in_SL
http://opensimulator.org/
http://www.opencroquet.org/index.php/Main_Page
http://www.opencroquet.org/index.php/Main_Page
http://ancient.arts.ubc.ca/
http://ancient.arts.ubc.ca/
http://ancient.arts.ubc.ca/
http://www.protonmedia.com/
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Å3D browsing
ïgopher, mosaic, mozilla

ÅSimulation environment
ïobjectsobeylawsof 

physics
ïartificial life (swarms

and flocks)
ïEcosystems (terminus)

Å3D modelingplatform
ïprimitives
ïscripts
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http://rpgstats.com/wiki/index.php?title=Physics
http://rpgstats.com/wiki/index.php?title=LibrarySwarm
http://rpgstats.com/wiki/index.php?title=LibrarySwarm
http://rpgstats.com/wiki/index.php?title=LibrarySwarm
http://blogs.nature.com/wp/nascent/2007/10/second_nature_events_creating.html
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Åno directHTML, no MathML

ÅPowerpointsand PDF 

ïhaveto be convertedto bitmaps

ïcanbe uploadedat a cost

Åstreamingmedia is limited (1/parcel)

Åno application sharing
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Åfew hits (16)
Åsomecolleges
Åsomesandboxes
Åexhibitions
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Lars Ahlfors

Centennial

Celebration

FractalGallery

Posters: a virtual version of 
thosehangingat the 
department
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